9 July 1972 


Dear Harold : 

This is a brief acknowledgment of your notes ranging 
from 29June through July 3. Not much time, as the weekend, the only 
time I ©an get up to date on such things, is slipping away. For the 
past month we've had Saturday^ and Sundays off, a terrible handicap 
since so many stores are closed, which forces us to get up early 
on weekdays to do necessary shopping and obher chores. 

Sfeings you discuss which find* us in full agreement. 
First, the size of the bugging equipment captured at the Watergate. 
Your idea that more power is required because of steel skeleton in 
the building sounds entirely sound. 

Secdind, your belief that the kids, the minorities et 
al will not sit still if McGovern is frozen out by the coalition 
against him. Agree fully. He is the only Democrat in sight who 
can conceivably beat Nixon and if he is not nominated the Demos 
don't have a chance. Even if he is nominated it will be very tough 
to beat Nixon because of the advantages he has as President. 

Tonight we heard Ron Dellums had bolted the black caucus 
or something to endorse McGovern, but Shirley Chislolm was still in 
there urging her delegates to stick with her on the first ballot, 
which could help Humph greatly in view of the apparent prevailing 
view that if McGovern doen's get it on the first ballot he's done for. 
However, the party parliamentarian di^ rule today that_JlcGjs 
120 delegates from Calfironia can vote on uMMntfcfcssSmHBt&TC a 
procedural matter Monday night , which supposedly give's McG enough 
to swing that vote, and if so, he may be in. 

This will all be ancient history by the time you get 
this, but however it turns out, if McG is shouldered aside it means 
the party wheels and their backdrg have misread the signs and that 
Nixon will be elected by default because so many Democrats simply 
will not vote $bf Humphrey and/or Wallace. 

What then ? We concur that much trouble lies ahead, 
but have difficulty visualizing how it may come ababut. The main 
possibility I can seejis that the Vietnam veterans and other young 
men in the military, both GIs and young officers, may turn out to 
be more influential than imagined and that any viable trouble 
pre^tty much would have to start there because no one else in a 
mood of revolt is armed or has access to guns or knows how to use 
them. It's doubtful i-£ Army morale ever has been lower. The Navy 
and Air Force you don't hear much about, but Navy sailors have 
raised hell with every carrier that has sailed from the west coast 
recently and their antiwar leaders claim all crews are becoming 
disgusted with the war. Nothing mutinous, of course, but the yeast 
is working. It's hard to tell about the Air .^'orce too, but there 
have been small but persistent demonstrations at Travis AFB for 
several months, and ohtiers in Massachusetts and elsewhere. The Air 
Force appears to have a relatively high percentage of blacks in 
its ground crews, and the one or two I've heard speak are very clear 
in their mind that the Vietnam war is just more of the same thing 
they've been enduring for 300 years. 


